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Border deaths



Théodore Géricault: The Raft of the Medusa 
(1819) (Louvre)



JMW Turner: The Slave Ship (1840) orig. Slavers 
Throwing Overboard the Dead and Dying (Boston, 

Museum of Fine Arts)



Increasing international mobility
Extra-EU airport arrivals 1993-2015, for the twelve 1993 EU Member States (source 

Eurostat avia_paexcc)



Control access to global mobility infrastructure
red=visa needed; dark red=transit visa needed; green=no visa for first 3 months



What happened? Two theories

1. Stricter policies reduce deaths
a) Enforcement, less people cross, smaller volume exposed to risk of death
b) Search & Rescue/interception, lower mortality of those exposed to risk

2. Stricter policies increase deaths
a) Enforcement, more people can only move illegally, larger volume
b) Closing off short & safe routes makes people take longer & more dangerous 

routes, higher mortality



Relevant ECtHR case law

• ECtHR 30 November 2004, Öneryildiz v. Turkey, Appl. no. 48939/99
• ECtHR 2 December 2008, Furdik v. Slovakia, Appl. no. 42994/05
• ECtHR 15 December 2009, Kalender v. Turkey, Appl. no. 4314/02



Human rights violation or tragedy?



Thank you!

• More at
• www.borderdeaths.org
• www.thomasspijkerboer.eu

• Plus: Master track International Migration & Refugee Law: 
https://masters.vu.nl/en/programmes/international-migration-
refugee-law/index.aspx

http://www.borderdeaths.org/
http://www.thomasspijkerboer.eu/
https://masters.vu.nl/en/programmes/international-migration-refugee-law/index.aspx
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Arrivals on Greeks Islands
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